
 

  

 

 

PROJECT: 
EXOTIC PETS IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 

 

 

 

Specialised Security Services receives 

numerous requests for intervention in 
cases where exotic pets are  

no longer wanted, or have been 

neglected, abused, or put in danger. 
 

It is common for people to purchase 

exotic animals on impulse, without 
considering the impact it will have 

on both the animals themselves and the 
households responsible for their care. 

 

  



 

It is imperative to consider the decision 
before bringing an exotic pet into your home, 

as the temptation of having a unique 
creature can be alluring. 

 
Responsible ownership demands 

comprehensive deliberation and preparation. 
Therefore, considering these essential factors 

before purchasing an exotic pet is crucial. 
 

 

 

THIS PUBLIC DOCUMENT IS INTENDED 
TO BE SHARED. PLEASE DO SO. 

 
THE OBJECTIVE OF SSS IS TO 

SHARE INFORMATION, TO EDUCATE 
AND FOREWARN THE PUBLIC. 

 

 

• Research and education on exotic pets:  
o Extensive research about the specific exotic species you 

are interested in is crucial. 
o Understanding their dietary needs, habitat requirements, 

lifespan, behaviour, and any legal restrictions associated 
with their ownership is necessary. 

o Knowledge is critical to providing adequate care. 
o Caring for exotic pets is financially taxing and costs such 

as veterinary interventions must also be taken into 
account. 

• Permits and Licences:  
o It is crucial to verify the most current information from 

local authorities, such as the Department of Environment, 

Forestry, and Fisheries (DEFF) or other relevant agencies. 
o The National Environmental Management: Biodiversity 

Act (NEMBA) is the principal legislation governing the 
ownership of exotic animals in South Africa. 

o Under this act, certain species are classified as prohibited 
or invasive, tightly controlling their possession. 

• Animals like lions, tigers, bears, certain primates, and specific 
reptiles fall under the category of banned species due to their 

potential threat to the environment and public safety.  
o Ownership requires obtaining specific permits or licenses 

for other exotic animals not listed as prohibited. 



 

o Typically issued by provincial conservation authorities, 
these permits have strict conditions governing their care, 

housing, and overall welfare. 
• In South Africa, it is essential to note that owning exotic pets is 

subject to various laws and regulations.  
o These rules are in place to protect the welfare of the 

animals and prevent any adverse effects on native 
wildlife and ecosystems. 

o These regulations aim to prevent the illegal trade of 
exotic animals. 

o They also ensure responsible ownership practices and 
prevent potential dangers that certain species may pose 

to local ecosystems. 
• Prospective exotic pet owners must understand the legal 

requirements for their desired animal.  

o Familiarising oneself with the laws, acquiring necessary 
permits, and ensuring compliance with all the stipulated 

conditions is crucial. 
o This is essential for responsible ownership. 

• It is essential to consider the legal and ethical aspects of 
owning exotic pets.  

o This involves knowing where the animal came from, 
whether it was obtained legally and ethically, and if it is 

suitable for domestic living. 
• Being a responsible owner means going beyond just following 

the law.   
o It also means understanding the unique requirements of 

the exotic animal, such as its dietary needs, living 
environment, and healthcare. 

o Exotic pets usually need specialised care and living 

conditions that resemble their natural habitats. 
• It is necessary to enforce regulations to prevent illegal trading 

and mistreatment of exotic animals.  
o Authorities regularly inspect and intervene to ensure 

compliance and deal with unlawful ownership or 

inadequate care cases. 

 

 

In conclusion, while owning an exotic pet is 
possible in South Africa under specific legal 
frameworks, navigating the legal landscape 

with a comprehensive understanding of the 
laws and ethical considerations is crucial. 

 

 



 

Responsible ownership not only involves 
adherence to legal requirements but also a 

commitment to meeting the unique needs of 
these creatures while ensuring their 
well-being and the preservation of 

local ecosystems. 
 

 

 

 

Specialised Security Services invites the 
public to the Mike Bolhuis Daily 

Projects WhatsApp Group. 

  
This group is important in delivering insights 

into the latest crime trends, awareness, 

warnings and the exposure of criminals. 
 

 

 

HOW TO JOIN THE MIKE BOLHUIS DAILY PROJECTS 
WHATSAPP GROUP:  

• Simply follow the link to our dedicated WhatsApp group:  

o https://chat.whatsapp.com/Dys4JLOFTXCBgXBdXeEvzU 

• "JOIN" to ensure you never miss our daily updates. 
• You will receive automatic notifications as soon as a new 

project is placed. 

 

 

 

CONTACT MR MIKE BOLHUIS FOR SAFETY AND 

SECURITY MEASURES, PROTECTION, OR AN 

INVESTIGATION IF NEEDED. 
 

 

 

ALL INFORMATION RECEIVED WILL BE TREATED 
IN THE STRICTEST CONFIDENTIALITY AND 

EVERY IDENTITY WILL BE PROTECTED. 
 

 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/Dys4JLOFTXCBgXBdXeEvzU?utm_source=Campaigns&utm_campaign=807b3d73c7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_09_27_04_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6cff7ef03a-807b3d73c7-


 

  
Regards, 
  

Mike Bolhuis 
Specialist Investigators into 
Serious Violent, Serious Economic Crimes & Serious Cybercrimes 

PSIRA Reg. 1590364/421949 
Mobile: +27 82 447 6116 
E-mail: mike@mikebolhuis.co.za 

Fax: 086 585 4924 
Follow us on Facebook to view our projects - 

https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial 
 
 

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT: All potential clients need to be aware that owing to 
the nature of our work as specialist investigators there are people who have 
been caught on the wrong side of the law - who are trying to discredit me - 

Mike Bolhuis and my organisation Specialised Security Services - to get 
themselves off the hook. 
 

This retaliation happens on social media and creates doubt about our integrity 
and ability. Doubt created on social media platforms is both unwarranted and 
untrue. 

 
We strongly recommend that you make up your minds concerning me and our 
organisation only after considering all the factual information - to the exclusion 

of hearsay and assumptions. 
 
Furthermore, you are welcome to address your concerns directly with 

me should you still be unsatisfied with your conclusions. While the internet 
provides a lot of valuable information, it is also a platform that distributes a lot 
of false information. The distribution of false information, fake news, slander 

and hate speech constitutes a crime that can be prosecuted by law. Your own 
research discretion and discernment are imperative when choosing what and 
what not to believe. 

 
STANDARD RULES APPLY: Upon appointment, we require a formal mandate 
with detailed instructions. Please take note that should you not make use of 

our services – you may not under any circumstance use my name or the name 
of my organisation as a means to achieve whatever end. 
 

POPI ACT 4 of 2013 South Africa: Mike Bolhuis' "Specialised Security 
Services" falls under Section 6 of the act. Read more 
here: https://mikebolhuis.co.za/popi-act-4-of-2013-section-6-mike-bolhuis/ 

 

 

 

SSS TASK TEAM: 
https://mikebh.link/sss-task-team 

 
SSS CYBERCRIME UNIT: 

https://mikebh.link/sss-cyber-team 
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Copyright © 2023 Mike Bolhuis Specialised Security Services, All rights reserved. 

You are receiving this email to inform and keep you up to date with violent and/or economic 

crimes. So that you can inform and protect your loved ones and everyone you know. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

Mike Bolhuis Specialised Security Services 

Add us to your address book 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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