
 

  

 

 

PROJECT: 

SOUTH AFRICAN 

GANGS 
 

 

South Africa has faced challenges related to 
gang activity, particularly in urban areas 

where socio-economic factors, 

unemployment, and inequality contribute to 
the formation and perpetuation of gangs. 

 

Urban centres are often battlegrounds for 
gang wars, with drug trade, territorial 

disputes, and violence being commonplace. 
These profoundly affect community life and 

safety. Cities like Cape Town are significantly 
affected, seeing South Africa occupy the 

top 5 most dangerous cities in Africa. 

 
 
 

 



 

Please see our project regarding 
unemployment which exacerbates the 

socio-economic plight of citizens 
living in these areas: 

https://mikebh.link/IWGtPA 
 

 

 

THIS PUBLIC DOCUMENT IS INTENDED 
TO BE SHARED. PLEASE DO SO. 

 
THE OBJECTIVE OF SSS IS TO 

SHARE INFORMATION, TO EDUCATE 
AND FOREWARN THE PUBLIC. 

 

 

EXAMPLES OF SOUTH AFRICAN GANGS: 

• Numbers Gangs (26s, 27s, 28s):   

o The Numbers Gang is one of the most infamous prison 
gangs in South Africa, and it operates within the 

country's correctional facilities. 
o The gang is divided into different "number" groups, each 

with its own hierarchy and set of rules. 

o The 26s, specialise in robbery and smuggling goods into 
the prison. 

o To join the 27s, a potential member must stab a guard or 
warden. 

o The 28s are typically violent sexual offenders who assault 
other male inmates. 

• Cape Flats Gangs:   
o The Cape Flats area near Cape Town has been a hotspot 

for gang activity. 
o Various gangs operate in this region, including the 

Americans, Hard Livings, and the Mongrels. 
o These gangs often engage in territorial disputes, drug 

trafficking, and other criminal activities. 
• Laughing Boys Gang:   

o Based in Johannesburg, the Laughing Boys are known for 

their involvement in various criminal enterprises, 
including drug trafficking and extortion. 

o They have been active in areas such as Westbury and 

Eldorado Park. 
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• Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13):   
o Originally formed in Los Angeles, MS-13 has a presence 

in South Africa, particularly in Cape Town. 
o This gang has been associated with violent criminal 

activities, including drug trafficking and human 
trafficking. 

• Jamaican Posses:   
o Some South African gangs have connections with 

international criminal organisations, such as Jamaican 

Posses. 
o These gangs are involved in drug trafficking and other 

transnational crimes. 

 

 

The notion that gangs in South Africa are protected by communities 

is a complex and multifaceted issue, and it is crucial to avoid 
generalisations. While there may be instances where individuals 

within a community might be indirectly or inadvertently supportive of 
gangs, it is essential to understand the underlying factors that 

contribute to such dynamics: 

• Economic Pressures:   

o In many impoverished communities, residents may face 
significant economic challenges, including high 

unemployment rates and limited access to educational 
and job opportunities. 

o In such environments, joining a gang might be perceived 
as a way to secure income through illicit means, and 

community members may provide tacit support to gang 
members out of economic desperation. 

• Lack of Trust in Law Enforcement:   
o Some communities may have a historical distrust of law 

enforcement due to past experiences of corruption, 

brutality, or perceived inefficiency. 
o In such cases, residents might be hesitant to cooperate 

with the police, leading to a lack of community support 
for efforts to combat gangs. 

• Fear of Retaliation:   
o Gangs often employ intimidation and violence to maintain 

control over their territories. 
o Residents may fear reprisals if they cooperate with law 

enforcement or speak out against the gangs. 
o This fear can create a culture of silence and complicity 

within communities. 
• Limited Alternatives:   



 

o In areas with limited social services and recreational 
opportunities, young individuals may find a sense of 

belonging and identity within a gang. 
o If communities lack positive alternatives, the appeal of 

gang life may increase, and some community members 
may inadvertently protect gang members due to familial 

or social ties. 
• Social Structure and Networks:   

o In some instances, gangs may provide a form of social 
structure and support, especially in communities where 

traditional social institutions are weakened. 
o Individuals may join gangs for a sense of belonging, and 

the community may inadvertently protect gang members 
due to familial relationships and close social networks. 

o Gangs are also known for their help in these 

communities, often helping financially or distributing 

household essentials, clothing and food. 

 

 

 

It is important to recognise that not all 
community members support or protect 

gangs, and many individuals and 

organisations actively work to address the 
root causes of gang involvement. 

 

Community-based initiatives, social 
development programs, and collaboration 

between law enforcement and communities 
are essential components of efforts to 

break the cycle of gang-related 
issues in South Africa. 

 

Building trust, improving socio-economic 
conditions, and providing positive 

alternatives are key strategies to reduce 

the appeal of gang life and enhance 
community resilience against 

criminal activities. 
 



 

 

REFERENCES:  

• https://allafrica.com/stories/202402080003.html 

• https://africasacountry.com/2021/11/gangsters-as-peoples-

champions 

 

 

 

 

Specialised Security Services invites the 

public to the Mike Bolhuis Daily 
Projects WhatsApp Group. 

  
This group is important in delivering insights 

into the latest crime trends, awareness, 
warnings and the exposure of criminals. 

 

 

 
HOW TO JOIN THE MIKE BOLHUIS DAILY PROJECTS 
WHATSAPP GROUP:  

• Simply follow the link to our dedicated WhatsApp group:  

o https://chat.whatsapp.com/Dys4JLOFTXCBgXBdXeEvzU 
• "JOIN" to ensure you never miss our daily updates. 

• You will receive automatic notifications as soon as a new 

project is placed. 

 

 

 

CONTACT MR MIKE BOLHUIS FOR SAFETY AND 

SECURITY MEASURES, PROTECTION, OR AN 

INVESTIGATION IF NEEDED. 
 

 

 

ALL INFORMATION RECEIVED WILL BE TREATED 
IN THE STRICTEST CONFIDENTIALITY AND 

EVERY IDENTITY WILL BE PROTECTED. 
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Regards, 
  
Mike Bolhuis 

Specialist Investigators into 
Serious Violent, Serious Economic Crimes & Serious Cybercrimes 
PSIRA Reg. 1590364/421949 

Mobile: +27 82 447 6116 
E-mail: mike@mikebolhuis.co.za 
Fax: 086 585 4924 

Follow us on Facebook to view our projects - 
https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial 

 
 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT: All potential clients need to be aware that owing to 

the nature of our work as specialist investigators there are people who have 
been caught on the wrong side of the law - who are trying to discredit me - 
Mike Bolhuis and my organisation Specialised Security Services - to get 

themselves off the hook. 
 
This retaliation happens on social media and creates doubt about our integrity 

and ability. Doubt created on social media platforms is both unwarranted and 
untrue. 
 

We strongly recommend that you make up your minds concerning me and our 
organisation only after considering all the factual information - to the exclusion 
of hearsay and assumptions. 

 
Furthermore, you are welcome to address your concerns directly with 
me should you still be unsatisfied with your conclusions. While the internet 

provides a lot of valuable information, it is also a platform that distributes a lot 
of false information. The distribution of false information, fake news, slander 
and hate speech constitutes a crime that can be prosecuted by law. Your own 

research discretion and discernment are imperative when choosing what and 
what not to believe. 
 

STANDARD RULES APPLY: Upon appointment, we require a formal mandate 
with detailed instructions. Please take note that should you not make use of 
our services – you may not under any circumstance use my name or the name 

of my organisation as a means to achieve whatever end. 
 
POPI ACT 4 of 2013 South Africa: Mike Bolhuis' "Specialised Security 

Services" falls under Section 6 of the act. Read more 
here: https://mikebolhuis.co.za/popi-act-4-of-2013-section-6-mike-bolhuis/ 

 

 

 

SSS TASK TEAM: 
https://mikebh.link/sss-task-team 

 
SSS CYBERCRIME UNIT: 

https://mikebh.link/sss-cyber-team 
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Copyright © 2023 Mike Bolhuis Specialised Security Services, All rights reserved. 

You are receiving this email to inform and keep you up to date with violent and/or economic 

crimes. So that you can inform and protect your loved ones and everyone you know. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

Mike Bolhuis Specialised Security Services 

PO Box 15075 Lynn East 

Pretoria, Gauteng 0039 

South Africa 

Add us to your address book 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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