
 
 

  

 

 

PROJECT: 

FIREWORKS AND 
PETS DURING THE 

FESTIVE SEASON 
 

 

 

Animals have much more sensitive hearing 

than humans, and it is unacceptable for 
thousands of pets to suffer every year from 
fireworks being set off. During this stressful 

time, many pets require medication, and 

animals often run away from home. 
 

 

 

• The Explosives Act No. 26 of 1956 is a law that applies across 
the country with no exceptions. 

• Section 10.34 of the Act clearly states that it is illegal to 
discharge any firework in a building, on a public thoroughfare, 

or in a public place without written permission from the local 
authority. 

• Section 10.35 of the Act is equally evident in stating that no 
person may hold a public display of fireworks on any premises 

without the written permission of the Chief Inspector of 
Explosives (commonly referred to as "having a permit"). 

• Non-compliance with these conditions is a criminal offence and 

must be followed. 

 



 

 

• Fireworks can be particularly disturbing and damaging to 

animals' hearing, emitting sounds of up to 190 decibels, which 
is 110 to 115 decibels above the range of 75 to 80 decibels 

where damage to the human ear begins. 
• Firecrackers generate an even higher noise level than 

fireworks, gunshots (140 decibels), and some jet planes (100 
decibels). 

• The noises caused by fireworks and firecrackers can lead to 
hearing loss and tinnitus in animals, and frightened animals 

may run away to escape the startling and confusing blasts. 
• Repeated exposure to unexpected, unpredictable loud noises 

can cause phobias in many animals, and careless use of 
fireworks can cause mutilations and fatal accidents in animals 

near the event, as well as fires that harm animals. 
• This is unacceptable, and those who engage in such activities 

must be held accountable. 

 

 

KEEPING YOUR PETS SAFE:  

• If you own a pet, you must keep them safe during fireworks 

displays. 

• Rabbits, guinea pigs, hamsters, gerbils, mice, ferrets, and birds 
are easily frightened, and it is crucial to treat them with special 

care. 
• Ensure that all animals have identification and stay home with 

them if possible. 
• If you cannot be home, keep them inside, preferably in a room 

such as a kitchen where the windows are higher and more 
difficult to jump through. 

• Ask a trustworthy friend to check on your animals if you are 

not home. 
• You can mask any noise by drawing curtains and playing 

calming music at a reasonable volume. 
• Give your pet extra bedding to burrow into so it feels safe, and 

cuddle and stroke your pet if it helps them relax. 
• Cover any enclosures with thick blankets or a duvet to block 

out the sight of the fireworks and deaden the sound of 
fireworks, but make sure there is enough ventilation. 

• Shouting at a frightened pet will only make them more 
stressed, and it is crucial to show them love and support during 

this difficult time. 
• Think about fitting pets with a microchip so that if they do run 

away, they can be quickly reunited with you. 



 

• Put familiar and comforting things around them, such as toys, 
and give them something to do, such as giving your dog a 

chewy bone, lots of catnip, or a catnip toy for cats. 
• Ensure your pets have a hearty and nutritious meal around 

nightfall to make them more likely to be sleepy. 
• Herbal remedies for animals can also help relax them in 

situations that may cause them to become anxious. 
• If your pets react badly to fireworks, seek professional advice 

from your veterinarian. 
• Be responsible and take all necessary steps to keep your pets 

safe during fireworks displays. 

 

 

 

 

Visit our Facebook page and our 
website for other current projects: 

• https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial 

• http://www.mikebolhuis.co.za 

 

 

 

Specialised Security Services invites the 
public to the Mike Bolhuis Daily 

Projects WhatsApp Group. 
We have decided to close the previous 

WhatsApp channel to avoid any duplication 
and to centralise our efforts in one place. 

  
This group is important in delivering insights 

into the latest crime trends, awareness, 

warnings and the exposure of criminals. 
 

 

HOW TO JOIN THE MIKE BOLHUIS DAILY PROJECTS 
WHATSAPP GROUP:  

• Simply follow the link to our dedicated WhatsApp 

group: https://chat.whatsapp.com/Ew1H1dbUR988qoG8gei2sE 

• "JOIN" to ensure you never miss our daily updates. 

https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial?mc_cid=99436bbcaa&mc_eid=UNIQID
http://www.mikebolhuis.co.za/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/Ew1H1dbUR988qoG8gei2sE


 

• You will receive automatic notifications as soon as a new 

project is placed. 

• Please share this with family, friends and colleagues.  

 

 

 

ALL INFORMATION RECEIVED WITH REGARD 
TO THE PROJECTS WILL BE TREATED IN THE  

STRICTEST CONFIDENTIALITY AND 
EVERY IDENTITY WILL BE PROTECTED. 

 

 

You may forward this document. 
 
 
  

Regards, 
 
Mike Bolhuis 

Specialist Investigators into 
Serious Violent, Serious Economic Crimes & Serious Cybercrimes 
PSIRA Reg. 1590364/421949 

Mobile: +27 82 447 6116 
E-mail: mike@mikebolhuis.co.za 
Fax: 086 585 4924 

Follow us on Facebook to view our projects - 
https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial 
 

 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT: All potential clients need to be aware that owing to 
the nature of our work as specialist investigators there are people who have 

been caught on the wrong side of the law - who are trying to discredit me - 
Mike Bolhuis and my organisation Specialised Security Services - to get 
themselves off the hook. 

 
This retaliation happens on social media and creates doubt about our integrity 
and ability. Doubt created on social media platforms is both unwarranted and 

untrue. 
 

We strongly recommend that you make up your minds concerning me and our 
organisation only after considering all the factual information - to the exclusion 
of hearsay and assumptions. 

 
Furthermore, you are welcome to address your concerns directly with 
me should you still be unsatisfied with your conclusions. While the internet 

provides a lot of valuable information, it is also a platform that distributes a lot 
of false information. The distribution of false information, fake news, slander 
and hate speech constitutes a crime that can be prosecuted by law. Your own 

research discretion and discernment are imperative when choosing what and 
what not to believe. 
 

STANDARD RULES APPLY: Upon appointment, we require a formal mandate 

http://mike@mikebolhuis.co.za?mc_cid=99436bbcaa&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial?mc_cid=99436bbcaa&mc_eid=UNIQID


 

with detailed instructions. Please take note that should you not make use of 
our services – you may not under any circumstance use my name or the name 
of my organisation as a means to achieve whatever end. 

 
POPI ACT 4 of 2013 South Africa: Mike Bolhuis' "Specialised Security 
Services" falls under Section 6 of the act. Read more 

here: https://mikebolhuis.co.za/popi-act-4-of-2013-section-6-mike-bolhuis/ 
 

 

 

SSS TASK TEAM: 

https://mikebh.link/sss-task-team 

 

SSS CYBERCRIME UNIT: 

https://mikebh.link/sss-cyber-team 
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You are receiving this email to inform and keep you up to date with violent and/or economic 

crimes. So that you can inform and protect your loved ones and everyone you know. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

Mike Bolhuis Specialised Security Services 

Add us to your address book 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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