
 

  

 

 

PROJECT: 

SOUTH AFRICA - 

A MAFIA STATE 
 

 

 

South Africa faces a significant challenge 
in the form of numerous quasi-criminal networks 

and syndicates. 
 

These groups are involved in a variety of criminal 

activities, including drug trafficking, armed 
robberies, and fraud. These criminals have 

transnational connections, making the battle against 
them even more difficult. 

  
According to the 2023 Global Organised Crime 
Index, South Africa is currently combating a 

multitude of quasi-criminal networks and syndicates 
that are operating on an international scale. 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 

THE ENACT GLOBAL ORGANISED CRIME INDEX: 

 
• South Africa’s criminality score has surged to 7.18 out of 10. 

• This puts the country’s ranking as the third highest in Africa and the 
seventh highest in the world among 193 countries. 

• The report highlights that South Africa is a breeding ground for various 
organised criminal activities, including drug trafficking, cash-in-transit 

operations, poaching syndicates, robberies, and more. 
• To safeguard its citizens, the country must take immediate and assertive 

action to combat these criminal networks. 
• Mafia-style groups, armed and associated with high levels of violence, 

are increasingly prominent in major South African cities like Cape Town, 
Johannesburg, and Durban. 

• The report highlights widespread corruption in the public sector, with 

maladministration, procurement corruption, and abuse of authority being 
the most common forms.  

• The report acknowledges that South Africa’s judicial system is generally 
independent, but it also highlights the shortage of judicial staff and 

financial resources, which undermines defendants’ due process rights. 
• The prisons in the country are overcrowded and suffer from inhumane 

conditions, leading to an increase in gang violence and abuse. 
• Additionally, South Africa’s extensive coastline, multiple ports of entry, 

and several land border control points make it an attractive route for 
illicit trafficking. 

• Criminal networks frequently use illegal crossings along the vast borders 
with Zimbabwe, Mozambique, and eSwatini to smuggle people, drugs, 

and illegal poaching, destined for Europe, Asia, and Australia. 
• A website called http://ocindex.net allows policymakers to compare data 

between countries and identify trends. 

• The Index evaluates the ability to withstand and counter organised 
crime, considering political leadership, governance, the criminal justice 

system, the economic and financial environment, and civil society. 
• Its objective is to encourage informed discussions on the consequences 

of criminal activity and the measures taken in response and to advocate 
policies that foster resilience to organised crime. 

• For more information, visit the ENACT site: https://enactafrica.org/ 
 

 

The South African government and 
law enforcement agencies need to address 

the situation with comprehensive 

strategies, including law enforcement, 
anti-corruption efforts, and community 
engagement to counter organised crime 

and its impact on the country. 

http://ocindex.net/
https://enactafrica.org/


 

  
It’s important to note that organised crime can take 

on different forms and structures, and it is not 
limited to traditional “mafia” organisations. South 

Africa, like many other countries, faces the threat of 
organised criminal activities from various groups 

with diverse backgrounds. 
 

How South Africa is positioned in the ENACT Organised Crime Index can 
depend on several factors, including the prevalence of organised crime, its 

impact on society, and the effectiveness of government and law enforcement 
responses. 

  

Here are some general considerations: 

• Crime Prevalence:   

o South Africa has experienced high levels of crime, including violent 

crime and property crime.  
o Factors such as poverty, inequality, and social disparities have 

contributed to the country’s crime challenges.  
o Organised crime groups often exploit these conditions. 

• Drug Trafficking:   
o South Africa serves as both a transit and destination point for drug 

trafficking. 
o This includes the trafficking of illicit drugs such as cocaine and 

heroin.  
o The country’s ports and proximity to drug-producing regions in 

Africa contribute to this problem. 
• Violent Crime:   

o Violent crime, including armed robberies, carjackings, and home 
invasions, is a concern in South Africa.  

o Some of these crimes are associated with organised criminal 

groups, and the violence used can be extreme. 
• Human Trafficking:   

o South Africa is a source, transit, and destination country for human 
trafficking. 

o Organised crime networks are involved in human trafficking, 
including sex trafficking and forced labour. 

• Corruption:   
o Corruption can undermine efforts to combat organised crime.  

o South Africa has faced corruption challenges in both the public and 
private sectors, which facilitates the activities of organised crime 

groups. 

 



 

• Countermeasures:   
o South Africa has implemented various countermeasures to address 

organised crime, including law enforcement efforts, legislative 
reforms, and international cooperation.  

o The effect of these measures vary. 
• Economic Impact:   

o The presence of organised crime has a negative impact on the South 

African economy, as it deters foreign investment, disrupts supply 
chains, and results in financial losses. 

 

 

 

 

RELEVANT NEWS ARTICLES: 

• https://www.msn.com/en-za/news/other/new-global-organised-crime-

index-reveals-how-the-mafia-has-taken-over-south-africa/ar-
AA1hibn3?ocid=socialshare&cvid=7bd05f18ec874234a6fb3793446cc07d

&ei=39 

 

 

 

Visit our Facebook page and our website 
for related and other current projects: 

• https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial 

• http://www.mikebolhuis.co.za 

 

 

 

Specialised Security Services is proud to 
invite the public to our highly anticipated WhatsApp 

Channel. 
  

This channel is important in delivering insights into 
the latest crime trends, awareness, warnings and 

the exposure of criminals. 
 

 

HOW TO JOIN THE MIKE BOLHUIS WHATSAPP CHANNEL:  

• Simply follow the link to our dedicated 
channel: https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va9cH3n0bIdvTstlCf0t 

https://www.msn.com/en-za/news/other/new-global-organised-crime-index-reveals-how-the-mafia-has-taken-over-south-africa/ar-AA1hibn3?ocid=socialshare&cvid=7bd05f18ec874234a6fb3793446cc07d&ei=39
https://www.msn.com/en-za/news/other/new-global-organised-crime-index-reveals-how-the-mafia-has-taken-over-south-africa/ar-AA1hibn3?ocid=socialshare&cvid=7bd05f18ec874234a6fb3793446cc07d&ei=39
https://www.msn.com/en-za/news/other/new-global-organised-crime-index-reveals-how-the-mafia-has-taken-over-south-africa/ar-AA1hibn3?ocid=socialshare&cvid=7bd05f18ec874234a6fb3793446cc07d&ei=39
https://www.msn.com/en-za/news/other/new-global-organised-crime-index-reveals-how-the-mafia-has-taken-over-south-africa/ar-AA1hibn3?ocid=socialshare&cvid=7bd05f18ec874234a6fb3793446cc07d&ei=39
https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial?mc_cid=99436bbcaa&mc_eid=UNIQID
http://www.mikebolhuis.co.za/
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va9cH3n0bIdvTstlCf0t?mc_cid=ca3bfa932b&mc_eid=UNIQID


 

• Hit the "FOLLOW" button to ensure you never miss our daily updates. 

• Tap on the "BELL" icon to receive instant notifications whenever a new 
post is placed. 

• Please share this with family, friends and colleagues.  

 

 

 

ALL INFORMATION RECEIVED WITH REGARD 
TO THE PROJECTS WILL BE TREATED IN THE  

STRICTEST CONFIDENTIALITY AND 
EVERY IDENTITY WILL BE PROTECTED. 

 

 

You may forward this document. 
 

 
  

Regards, 

 
Mike Bolhuis 
Specialist Investigators into 

Serious Violent, Serious Economic Crimes & Serious Cybercrimes 
PSIRA Reg. 1590364/421949 
Mobile: +27 82 447 6116 

E-mail: mike@mikebolhuis.co.za 
Fax: 086 585 4924 
Follow us on Facebook to view our projects - 

https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial 
 
 

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT: All potential clients need to be aware that owing to the 
nature of our work as specialist investigators there are people who have been caught on 
the wrong side of the law - who are trying to discredit me - Mike Bolhuis and my 

organisation Specialised Security Services - to get themselves off the hook. 
 
This retaliation happens on social media and creates doubt about our integrity and ability. 

Doubt created on social media platforms is both unwarranted and untrue. 
 
We strongly recommend that you make up your minds concerning me and our 

organisation only after considering all the factual information - to the exclusion of hearsay 
and assumptions. 
 

Furthermore, you are welcome to address your concerns directly with me should you still 
be unsatisfied with your conclusions. While the internet provides a lot of valuable 
information, it is also a platform that distributes a lot of false information. The distribution 

of false information, fake news, slander and hate speech constitutes a crime that can be 
prosecuted by law. Your own research discretion and discernment are imperative when 
choosing what and what not to believe. 

 
STANDARD RULES APPLY: Upon appointment, we require a formal mandate 
with detailed instructions. Please take note that should you not make use of 

our services – you may not under any circumstance use my name or the name 

http://mike@mikebolhuis.co.za?mc_cid=99436bbcaa&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial?mc_cid=99436bbcaa&mc_eid=UNIQID


 

of my organisation as a means to achieve whatever end. 
 
POPI ACT 4 of 2013 South Africa: Mike Bolhuis' "Specialised Security 

Services" falls under Section 6 of the act. Read more 
here: https://mikebolhuis.co.za/popi-act-4-of-2013-section-6-mike-bolhuis/ 

 

 

 

SSS TASK TEAM: 

https://mikebh.link/sss-task-team 

 

SSS CYBERCRIME UNIT: 

https://mikebh.link/sss-cyber-team 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

Copyright © 2023 Mike Bolhuis Specialised Security Services, All rights reserved. 

You are receiving this email to inform and keep you up to date with violent and/or economic crimes. So 

that you can inform and protect your loved ones and everyone you know. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

Mike Bolhuis Specialised Security Services 

Po Box 15075 Lynn East 

Pretoria, Gauteng 0039 

South Africa 

Add us to your address book 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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