N A \Y pec ialised x\%\{@

N & vx/\\ /; 5
3 0\ Security Services < i ~

] J
a0 4L {J W\ a5

PROJECT:
THE DANGERS
OF TIKTOK FOR

CHILDREN UNDER 18
PROTECTING THE
YOUTH OF SOUTH AFRICA

TikTok, the popular social media platform
known for its short-form videos, has captured
the attention of millions of users worldwide.
While it offers a creative outlet for many,
there are growing concerns about its potential
dangers, especially for children under the age
of 18 in South Africa.

This project explores why TikTok can be a
hazardous platform for young users and
offers guidance to parents on how to
safeguard their children.




THE PREDATORY THREAT:

One of the most alarming dangers associated with TikTok is the
presence of individuals with malicious intent, particularly those
who seek to exploit children.

There have been numerous cases globally where paedophiles
have used the platform to target minors.

South Africa is not immune to this threat, and parents need to
be vigilant.

INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT:

TikTok is a platform where users can upload and share videos,
and while the majority of content is harmless, there is also a
significant amount of explicit, violent, or otherwise
inappropriate content that children may come across.

The app's algorithm-driven content recommendation system
can inadvertently expose young users to age-inappropriate
material.

CYBERBULLYING AND PEER PRESSURE:

TikTok's format encourages users to gain popularity through
likes, comments, and followers.

This can create a sense of competition among young users,
leading to cyberbullying and peer pressure.



o Children may engage in risky behaviours to gain attention or fit
in with the TikTok community.

PRIVACY CONCERNS:

o TikTok collects a wealth of user data, including location
information, device details, and browsing history.

« This data can be exploited if it falls into the wrong hands,
posing risks to a child's privacy and safety.

SAFETY MEASURES FOR PARENTS TO PROTECT THEIR
CHILDREN:

e Age Restrictions:

o TikTok's terms of service state that users must be at
least 13 years old to create an account.

o Parents should enforce this age restriction and ensure
their children are not using the platform before they are
of age.

e Privacy Settings:

o Parents should help their children set their accounts to
private, limiting who can view their content and interact
with them.

e Supervision and Communication:

o Regularly discuss internet safety with your children,
emphasizing the importance of not sharing personal
information and reporting any inappropriate interactions
or content.

e« Screen Time Management:

o Implement screen time limits and ensure your child is not

spending excessive hours on TikTok.
o Use Parental Control Apps:

o Consider using parental control apps and monitoring
software to track your child's online activity and ensure
their safety.

o Reporting Inappropriate Content:
o Teach your child how to report any harmful content or
interactions they come across on TikTok.
o Lead by Example:
o Be a role model for responsible online behaviour.
o Children often learn by observing their parents.




TikTok can be a creative platform for users of
all ages, but it poses significant risks to
children under 18 in South Africa, including
the threats of grooming and predators,
exposure to inappropriate content,
cyberbullying, and privacy concerns.

It is crucial for parents to be proactive in
protecting their children by enforcing age
restrictions, setting privacy controls, and
maintaining open communication
about online safety.

By taking these steps, we can help ensure a
safer digital environment for our youth in
South Africa and beyond.

SSS IS OF THE OPINION THAT TIKTOK IS NOT
SUITABLE FOR YOUNG MINDS AND THAT
THE DANGERS LURKING BEHIND THE GLITZ AND THE
GLAMOUR FAR OUTWEIGH THE REWARDS.

PARENTS SHOULD THEREFORE MAKE A
DELIBERATE DECISION TO KEEP THEIR CHILDREN
OFF THIS SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORM.

RELEVANT PREVIOUS PROJECTS:
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CONTACT MR MIKE BOLHUIS FOR
SAFETY AND SECURITY MEASURES,
RECOMMENDATIONS, PROTECTION,
OR AN INVESTIGATION IF NEEDED.

ALL INFORMATION WILL BE TREATED WITH THE
UTMOST PRIVACY AND CONFIDENTIALITY.

FORWARD THIS DOCUMENT TO EVERYBODY.

Regards,

Mike Bolhuis

Specialist Investigators into

Serious Violent & Serious Economic Crimes
PSIRA Reg. 1590364/421949

Mobile: +27 82 447 6116

E-mail: mike@mikebolhuis.co.za

Fax: 086 585 4924

Follow us on Facebook to view our projects -
https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT: All potential clients need to be aware that owing to
the nature of our work as specialist investigators there are people who have
been caught on the wrong side of the law - who are trying to discredit me -
Mike Bolhuis and my organisation Specialised Security Services - to get
themselves off the hook.

This retaliation happens on social media and creates doubt about our integrity
and ability. Doubt created on social media platforms is both unwarranted and
untrue.

We strongly recommend that you make up your minds concerning me and our
organisation only after considering all the factual information - to the exclusion
of hearsay and assumptions.

Furthermore, you are welcome to address your concerns directly with me
should you still be unsatisfied with your conclusions. While the internet
provides a lot of valuable information, it is also a platform that distributes a lot
of false information. The distribution of false information, fake news, slander
and hate speech constitutes a crime that can be prosecuted by law. Your own
research discretion and discernment are imperative when choosing what and
what not to believe.

STANDARD RULES APPLY: Upon appointment, we require a formal mandate
with detailed instructions. Please take note that should you not make use of
our services — you may not under any circumstance use my name or the name
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of my organisation as a means to achieve whatever end.

POPI ACT 4 of 2013 South Africa: Mike Bolhuis' "Specialised Security
Services" falls under Section 6 of the act. Read more
here: https://mikebolhuis.co.za/popi-act-4-of-2013-section-6-mike-bolhuis/

SSS TASK TEAM:
https://mikebh.link/sss-task-team

SSS CYBERCRIME UNLIT:
https://mikebh.link/sss-cyber-team
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Copyright © 2023 Mike Bolhuis Specialised Security Services.
All rights reserved.

You are receiving this email to inform and keep you up to date with violent and/or economic

crimes. This is important to enable you to inform and protect your loved ones and everyone

you know.
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