
  

 

 

PROJECT:  

CHILD ABUSE 
AND THE LAW 

 

 

According to studies, more than 40 % of all 
young people in South Africa have been 

victims of abuse of some kind during a stage 

of their lives. According to the latest crime 
statistics, 319 children were murdered in 
South Africa between October 2022 and 

December 2022, while a further 2039  
were victims of physical assault. Most of 

these children were harmed by people who 

were known to them and were supposed to 
protect them.  

  
South Africa has excellent laws and initiatives 

to prevent violence against children. 
However, without enforcement,  

these laws and policies are worthless. 

The abuse of children  
has a devastating impact on the abused 

children and on society.  

  
 



 

It is the duty of all citizens to report child 
abuse to the necessary authorities. 

  
Furthermore, The Children Act 38 of 2005 
makes it mandatory for people in certain 

professions to report abuse to the Police and 

Department of Social Development. This 
category of professional people includes 

Teachers, Medical Practitioners, Volunteers,  

Social Workers, and Correctional Officials. 
 

 

 

WHAT CONSTITUES ABUSE?  

  

Abuse of a child can be any form of harm or ill-treatment deliberately 
inflicted on a child and includes the following:  

• Physical abuse (injuries, bruises, fractures, burns, bite marks, 

etc.). 

• Sexual abuse (sexually abusing a child or allowing a child to be 
sexually abused). 

• Child neglect (failure to provide a child with basic needs such 
as food, clothes, shelter, medical care, and love). 

• Exploitation (which includes but is not limited to child labour, 
trafficking, and online abuse). 

• Psychological abuse (threats, constant criticism, rejection, 

withholding love, support, guidance). 

 

 

 

WHAT ARE THE SIGNS OF ABUSE?  

  

Victims of child abuse very often suffer from the following:  

• Unexplained injuries. 
• Aggressive behaviour towards other people. 

• Emotional outbursts. 
• Withdrawn or clingy behaviour. 

• Signs of anxiety. 

• Delays in development. 
• Knowledge of inappropriate behaviour for their age. 

• Running away or going missing. 
• Lack of social skills. 

• No or only a few friends. 
 



 

 

RISK FACTORS:  
  

• Abuse often results from socio-economic issues like 
unemployment, drug abuse, alcohol abuse, domestic violence, 

and poverty.  
• Other abuse causes are lack of parenting skills, mental illness, 

low self-confidence, stress, and lack of support. 

 

 

   

 

WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU SUSPECT  
THE ABUSE OF A CHILD? 

Report the matter to the Police or Child Welfare South Africa. 
  

IMPORTANT NUMBERS AND EMAIL ADDRESSES:  
Child Welfare of South Africa Contact Number: 

+27 87 822 1516 
Email address: national@welfaresa.org.za 

  
Childline National Contact Number: (031) 201-2059 

Email address: admin@childlinesa.org.za 
 

 

 

PREVIOUS RELEVANT PROJECTS:  

• https://mikebh.link/8mOcpw 
• https://mikebh.link/27HEgy 

• https://mikebh.link/k3ysg3 
• https://mikebh.link/Esbfrt 

• https://mikebh.link/gL2cq5 

 

 

 

CONTACT MR MIKE BOLHUIS FOR 
SAFETY AND SECURITY MEASURES, 
RECOMMENDATIONS, PROTECTION, 
OR AN INVESTIGATION IF NEEDED. 

 

 

ALL INFORMATION WILL BE TREATED WITH THE 
UTMOST PRIVACY AND CONFIDENTIALITY. 
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FORWARD THIS DOCUMENT TO EVERYBODY. 

 

 

 

Regards, 

 
Mike Bolhuis 
Specialist Investigators into 

Serious Violent & Serious Economic Crimes 
PSIRA Reg. 1590364/421949 
Mobile: +27 82 447 6116 

E-mail: mike@mikebolhuis.co.za 
Fax: 086 585 4924 

Follow us on Facebook to view our projects - 
https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial 
 

 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT: All potential clients need to be aware that owing to 
the nature of our work as specialist investigators there are people who have 

been caught on the wrong side of the law - who are trying to discredit me - 
Mike Bolhuis and my organisation Specialised Security Services - to get 
themselves off the hook. 

 
This retaliation happens on social media and creates doubt about our integrity 
and ability. Doubt created on social media platforms is both unwarranted and 

untrue. 
 
We strongly recommend that you make up your minds concerning me and our 

organisation only after considering all the factual information - to the exclusion 
of hearsay and assumptions. 
 

Furthermore, you are welcome to address your concerns directly with me 
should you still be unsatisfied with your conclusions. While the internet 
provides a lot of valuable information, it is also a platform that distributes a lot 

of false information. The distribution of false information, fake news, slander 
and hate speech constitutes a crime that can be prosecuted by law. Your own 
research discretion and discernment are imperative when choosing what and 

what not to believe. 
 
STANDARD RULES APPLY: Upon appointment, we require a formal mandate 

with detailed instructions. Please take note that should you not make use of 
our services – you may not under any circumstance use my name or the name 
of my organisation as a means to achieve whatever end. 

 
POPI ACT 4 of 2013 South Africa: Mike Bolhuis' "Specialised Security 
Services" falls under Section 6 of the act. Read more 

here: https://mikebolhuis.co.za/popi-act-4-of-2013-section-6-mike-bolhuis/  
 

 

SSS TASK TEAM: 
https://mikebh.link/Task-Team-2023 
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SSS CYBERCRIME UNIT: 
https://mikebh.link/CyberTeam 
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You are receiving this email to inform and keep you up to date with violent and/or economic 

crimes. This is important to enable you to inform and protect your loved ones and everyone 

you know. 

  

Our mailing address is: 

mike@mikebolhuis.co.za 

Mike Bolhuis Specialised Security Services 

Po Box 15075 Lynn East 

Pretoria, Gauteng 0039 

South Africa 

  

Add us to your address book 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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