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In the modern era of digital communication, 
emojis have seamlessly integrated into our 

daily interactions. These colourful and 
expressive characters serve to convey 

emotions, provide context to messages, 
and infuse conversations with personal 

touches. However, like any form of 

communication, emojis can be susceptible 
to misuse, leading to potential legal 
consequences in various situations.  

  

This project explores the legal background 
concerning defamation, harassment, 

discrimination, and hate speech involving 

emojis, along with a scenario exemplifying 
their potential for malicious use and 

misinterpretation. 
 

 

 

• A recent ruling by a Canadian judge has shown that sending a thumbs-

up emoji can be considered a legally binding agreement. 

 

  

• This ruling serves as a reminder of the evolving nature of 

communication in the digital age and the need to carefully consider the 

messages we convey, even through seemingly casual means such as 

emojis. 



 

• It also emphasizes the importance of clear and unambiguous 

communication in contractual agreements, as the parties' intent can be 

subject to legal scrutiny. 

 

 

 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 

  

• DEFAMATION:  

o Defamation encompasses the act of making false statements 

about someone, causing harm to their reputation. 

o In the digital realm, the use of emojis to convey defamatory 

messages can amplify the damage inflicted on the target's 

reputation.  

• HARASSMENT:  

o Harassment occurs when an individual is repeatedly contacted or 

annoyed in an unwanted or threatening manner. 

o Sending hostile or disturbing messages repeatedly with added 

emojis can be seen to escalate harassment.  

• DISCRIMINATION:  

o Employing emojis to discriminate against an individual or a group 

based on their race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, or other 

protected characteristics constitutes discrimination. 

o Emojis may be used to demean, stereotype, or denigrate such 

individuals or groups.  

• HATE SPEECH:  

o Hate speech involves promoting hatred or violence against a 

particular group. 

o Emojis can be integrated into hate speech to covertly spread 

vitriolic messages or magnify the impact of harmful content. 

 

 

COMPLEXITY OF INTERPRETATIONS: 

  

• The interpretation of emojis in legal cases can be intricate and 

subjective. 

• Emojis often possess multiple meanings, and their context heavily 

influences their understanding. 



 

• What might appear as an innocuous emoji to one person could be 

perceived as offensive or threatening to another, especially when 

cultural nuances are involved. 

• For instance, a smiling face emoji with a halo might convey innocence 

and goodness in one context, but in a different context, it could be used 

sarcastically to imply insincerity. 

• Such subtleties make it challenging for legal authorities to ascertain the 

true intention behind the use of emojis. 

 

 

AMBIGUOUS USAGE: 

  

Let's consider a scenario where emojis are misused, leading to potential 

misinterpretation and legal repercussions: 

  

• Persistent harassment, which might include unwarranted messages with 

threatening undertones. 

• Instead of using explicit language, perpetrators choose to employ emojis 

to mask the malicious intent. 

• Emojis Used:  

o 1. 🚫 🔜 👁 - (Translation: "No escape, I'm watching you.") 

o 2. 🔪 😈 - (Translation: "You should be afraid of me.") 

•  Misinterpretation:  

o The victim who receives these messages feels increasingly 

anxious and unsafe owing to the threatening emojis. 

o However, when she decides to report the harassment to her 

supervisor and the human resources department, they struggle to 

fully comprehend the gravity of the situation. 

o Lacking an understanding of emoji nuances, they may dismiss the 

victim’s concerns or fail to grasp the true malicious intent behind 

the messages. 

o The actual severity of the situation could be downplayed, 

impacting the victim’s emotional well-being and potentially 

leaving employers liable for neglecting her safety and mental 

health. 

• Emojis undoubtedly enhance the expression of our digital 

communication. 

• Nevertheless, their potential misuse can lead to severe consequences, 

especially in cases involving defamation, harassment, discrimination, 

and hate speech. 



 

• Given the complexity and subjectivity of emoji interpretation, it is crucial 

to exercise caution in their usage, significantly when emotions are 

heightened or when addressing sensitive topics. 

 

 

 

In legal cases involving emojis, seeking 
professional legal advice is imperative to 

ensure a fair and accurate understanding of 
the situation. As technology and 

communication continue to evolve, our legal 
systems must adapt to address the challenges 

posed by the digital age, including the 
nuanced world of emojis. 

 

Combining user responsibility with a 
comprehensive understanding of digital 

communication allows us to navigate this new 

terrain with respect, empathy, and strict 
adherence to the law. 

  

 

 

CONTACT MR MIKE BOLHUIS FOR ADVICE, 
RECOMMENDATIONS, SECURITY, PROTECTION, 

OR AN INVESTIGATION IF NEEDED. 
 

 

 

ALL INFORMATION WILL BE TREATED WITH THE 
UTMOST PRIVACY AND CONFIDENTIALITY. 

 

 

 

You may forward this document and 

share it with as many people as possible. 
 

 



 

Regards, 
 
Mike Bolhuis. 

Specialist Investigators into 
Serious Violent & Serious Economic Crimes 
PSIRA Reg. 1590364/421949 

Mobile: +27 82 447 6116 
E-mail: mike@mikebolhuis.co.za 
Fax: 086 585 4924 

Follow us on Facebook to view our projects - 
https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial 

 
 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT: All potential clients need to be aware that owing to 

the nature of our work as specialist investigators there are people who have 
been caught on the wrong side of the law - who are trying to discredit me - 
Mike Bolhuis and my organisation Specialised Security Services - to get 

themselves off the hook. 
 
This retaliation happens on social media and creates doubt about our integrity 

and ability. Doubt created on social media platforms is both unwarranted and 
untrue. 
 

We strongly recommend that you make up your minds concerning me and our 
organisation only after considering all the factual information - to the exclusion 
of hearsay and assumptions. 

 
Furthermore, you are welcome to address your concerns directly with me 
should you still be unsatisfied with your conclusions. While the internet 

provides a lot of valuable information, it is also a platform that distributes a lot 
of false information. The distribution of false information, fake news, slander 
and hate speech constitutes a crime that can be prosecuted by law. Your own 

research discretion and discernment are imperative when choosing what and 
what not to believe. 
 

STANDARD RULES APPLY: Upon appointment, we require a formal mandate 
with detailed instructions. Please take note that should you not make use of 
our services – you may not under any circumstance use my name or the name 

of my organisation as a means to achieve whatever end. 
 
POPI ACT 4 of 2013 South Africa: Mike Bolhuis' "Specialised Security 

Services" falls under Section 6 of the act. Read more 
here: https://mikebolhuis.co.za/popi-act-4-of-2013-section-6-mike-bolhuis/ 

 

 

 

SSS TASK TEAM: 

https://mikebh.link/Task-Team-2023 
 

 

 

http://mike@mikebolhuis.co.za?mc_cid=ce77810286&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial?mc_cid=ce77810286&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://mikebolhuis.co.za/popi-act-4-of-2013-section-6-mike-bolhuis/?mc_cid=ce77810286&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://mikebh.link/Task-Team-2023?mc_cid=ce77810286&mc_eid=UNIQID


  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

Copyright © 2023 

Mike Bolhuis Specialised Security Services, 

All rights reserved. 

You are receiving this email to inform and keep you updated with violent 

and/or economic crimes. So that you can inform and protect your loved ones 

and everyone you know. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

Mike Bolhuis Specialised Security Services 

Po Box 15075 Lynn East 

Pretoria, Gauteng 0039 

South Africa 

Add us to your address book 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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