
  

 

 

PROJECT: 

THE INCESSANT  

INCREASE OF 

KIDNAPPINGS IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 

 

 

A kidnapping crisis grips South Africa. 

There is growing alarm at the number 
of kidnappings being reported 

daily in South Africa. 

 
Against a backdrop of economic hardship 
and political turmoil holding people for 

ransom has become increasingly lucrative. 

Many South Africans fear abduction 
and the police are struggling 

to stop this crisis. 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

This UK CHANNEL 4 NEWS 
documentary shows that the magnitude 

of the problem is internationally recognised. 
The producers of this documentary discuss 

this grave issue with Mr Mike Bolhuis, 
specialist investigator into serious violent, 

economic and cyber crimes. 
 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/eF_4x2CR4lM 

 

The rising number of kidnappings in South Africa can be attributed to a 
combination of unique factors prevalent in the country: 

1. Socio-economic Inequality: South Africa has a high level of socio-

economic inequality, contributing to the prevalence of crime, including 
kidnappings. Economic disparities and lack of opportunities can push 
individuals towards criminal activities for survival or financial gain. 

Kidnappings, particularly those motivated by ransom demands, can be 
driven by the desperate circumstances the perpetrators and the victims 
face. 

2. High Crime Rates: South Africa has a relatively high crime rate 

compared to many other countries. Factors such as poverty, 
unemployment, drug abuse, and gang activity contribute to a general 
crime environment. Kidnappings can be a manifestation of this broader 

criminal landscape, often driven by organised crime syndicates or 
individuals seeking to exploit vulnerable individuals for financial gain. 

https://youtu.be/eF_4x2CR4lM?mc_cid=b17fbfdad4&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://youtu.be/eF_4x2CR4lM?mc_cid=b17fbfdad4&mc_eid=UNIQID


 

3. Weak Law Enforcement: South Africa faces challenges related to the 
effectiveness and capacity of its law enforcement agencies. Limited 

resources, corruption, and inefficiencies can hinder the proactive 
prevention and swift response to criminal activities like kidnappings. 
Criminals may perceive a low risk of apprehension, emboldening them to 

carry out such acts more frequently. 

4. Targeting of High-Value Individuals: Kidnappings in South Africa often 
target individuals perceived to have significant financial resources or 
belong to wealthy families. The expectation of substantial ransom 

payments drives this targeting. High-profile individuals, businesspeople, 
and their families may become targets due to their perceived wealth and 
the potential for sizable payouts. 

5. Regional Dynamics: South Africa's geographical location and its status 
as a relatively prosperous country within the region can attract criminal 

elements from neighbouring countries. Transnational criminal networks 
may operate across borders, using South Africa as a base for their 
activities, including kidnappings. 

6. Socio-Political Tensions: South Africa has experienced various social and 

political tensions, which can contribute to an environment conducive to 
criminal activities. Social unrest, political instability, and intergroup 
conflicts can create conditions where kidnappings occur more frequently, 

often as a means to exert control, make political statements, or cause 
disruption. 

 

 

 

Addressing the rising number 
of kidnappings in South Africa requires a 

multifaceted approach. 
 

 It involves improving socio-economic 
conditions, enhancing law enforcement 

capabilities, strengthening border security,  
tackling corruption, promoting community 

engagement and cooperation. 
 

Collaboration between government agencies, 

civil society, and the international community 
is crucial in combating this crime and ensuring 

the safety and security of individuals 

in South Africa. 
    



 

 

EXAMPLES OF RELEVANT PREVIOUS PROJECTS:  

• https://mikebh.link/w2RVOQ 
• https://mikebh.link/U9HD86 

• https://mikebh.link/v4rs1u 
• https://mikebh.link/WDV9W2 
• https://mikebh.link/39pCy7 

• https://mikebh.link/kfBhXR 
• https://mikebh.link/hCgJS3 
• https://mikebh.link/xlqDuD 

• https://mikebh.link/o1lDJF 

 

 

 

CONTACT MR MIKE BOLHUIS FOR ADVICE, 
RECOMMENDATIONS, SECURITY, PROTECTION, 

OR AN INVESTIGATION IF NEEDED. 
 

 

 

ALL INFORMATION WILL BE TREATED WITH THE 
UTMOST PRIVACY AND CONFIDENTIALITY. 

 
FORWARD THIS DOCUMENT TO EVERYBODY. 

 

 

Regards, 
 
Mike Bolhuis 

Specialist Investigators into 
Serious Violent & Serious Economic Crimes 
PSIRA Reg. 1590364/421949 

Mobile: +27 82 447 6116 
E-mail: mike@mikebolhuis.co.za 
Fax: 086 585 4924 

Follow us on Facebook to view our projects - 
https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial 
 

 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT: All potential clients need to be aware that owing to 
the nature of our work as specialist investigators there are people who have 

been caught on the wrong side of the law - who are trying to discredit me - 
Mike Bolhuis and my organisation Specialised Security Services - to get 

themselves off the hook. 
 
This retaliation happens on social media and creates doubt about our integrity 

and ability. Doubt created on social media platforms is both unwarranted and 
untrue. 
 

We strongly recommend that you make up your minds concerning me and our 
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https://mikebh.link/WDV9W2?mc_cid=b17fbfdad4&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://mikebh.link/39pCy7?mc_cid=b17fbfdad4&mc_eid=UNIQID
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organisation only after considering all the factual information - to the exclusion 
of hearsay and assumptions. 

 
Furthermore, you are welcome to address your concerns directly with me 
should you still be unsatisfied with your conclusions. While the internet 

provides a lot of valuable information, it is also a platform that distributes a lot 
of false information. The distribution of false information, fake news, slander 
and hate speech constitutes a crime that can be prosecuted by law. Your own 

research discretion and discernment are imperative when choosing what and 
what not to believe. 
 

STANDARD RULES APPLY: Upon appointment, we require a formal mandate 
with detailed instructions. Please take note that should you not make use of 
our services – you may not under any circumstance use my name or the name 

of my organisation as a means to achieve whatever end. 
 
POPI ACT 4 of 2013 South Africa: Mike Bolhuis' "Specialised Security 

Services" falls under Section 6 of the act. Read more 
here: https://mikebolhuis.co.za/popi-act-4-of-2013-section-6-mike-bolhuis/  
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You are receiving this email to inform and keep you up to date with violent and/or economic 

crimes. This is important to enable you to inform and protect your loved ones and everyone 

you know. 

  

Our mailing address is: 

mike@mikebolhuis.co.za 

Mike Bolhuis Specialised Security Services 

Po Box 15075 Lynn East 

Pretoria, Gauteng 0039 

South Africa 
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